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Abstract: Literature as content subject has given several functions to the 
students in the learning process. Literature is simply a useful tool for students to 
practice their grammar and vocabulary. Literary texts offer a rich source of linguistic 
input and can help learners to practice four skills in language learning – reading, 
writing, speaking, listening- in addition to embodying grammatical structures and 
presenting new vocabulary.  
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Teaching and learning English through literature has become the effective 
phenomenon. Before discussing the literary works in language teaching, it is 
important to know the distinction between study of literature and the use of 
literature as a resource for language teaching. They have been differentiated by 
focus on competence or skills of the students. The study of literature is making 
literature itself as the content or subject of a language course, while the use of 
literature as resource draws on literature as one source among many different kinds 
of texts for promoting interesting language activities.  
There isn’t one particular finest method for everybody in all contexts, and that 
no one teaching method is essentially superior to the others. As a language learner 
and teacher, it is significant to comprehend the various methods and techniques so 
that you are able to boost your pleasure of learning a language. Every method of 
teaching is based on a particular vision of comprehending the language and the 
learning process, often using particular techniques or materials used in a set 
sequence. Using literature in the classroom is a fruitful way of involving the learner 
as a whole person, and provides with good opportunities for the learners to express 
their personal opinions, reactions and feelings. The usage of particular techniques, 
appropriate methods and approaches of teaching literature enable students to 
increase their competence both in language and literature. 
In EFL/ESL language teaching, literature as a content subject can advance 
internal and international communication through literary works, as students can get 
much aesthetic, intellectual and emotional pleasure from literary texts. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  literature reflects the various experiences, thoughts, passions of 
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people in their daily life that express on several forms and styles of literary 
works.  
Literary texts have a powerful function in raising moral and ethical concerns in 
the classroom. Also, literature has great function in developing human’s feelings, 
ideas, and interests. In specific, the functions of literature are as follows: the first 
function is literature gives knowledge of those particularities with which science and 
philosophy are not concerned. The second function is that literature makes the 
human perceive what human see, imagine what human already know conceptually 
or practically. The final function of literature is that literature relieve human either 
writers or readers from the pressure of emotions. Meanwhile, literature as content 
subject gives positive impacts, knowledge, great ideas and awareness to the students 
when the literary works have written, read, analyzed or appreciated. 
All consider above, we can say that the teaching of English literature 
and the teaching of the other aspects of English, such as spelling and 
grammar as two diverse professions. But, it has been argued that the use of 
literature in the EFL/ESL context has many advantages. To be more exact, it engages 
learners emotionally, morally and intellectually, and carries in its language multiple 
communication means, of which, allegory, imagery, metaphor, narrative, symbolism 
are only a few. Moreover, literature can also teach learners critical independence - 
how to discern the true from the false, how to examine one’s own values and beliefs 
alongside those of others.  
Though, to bring about all these advantages in the language classroom, the 
literature teacher has to be equipped with interactive skills and methodologies in 
order to make use of learners’ experiences and knowledge. 
There are various methodologies in literature teaching. Out of them we can 
highlight four main approaches. These are: The language-based approach, which 
focuses on deconstruction of the literary text into its linguistic features; the culture-
based approach, which emphasizes the text, exploring its social, literary, political and 
historical context; the personal-growth approach contains characteristics of two 
approaches mentioned above, which blends a focus on language, context, textual 
meaning and interpretation; the integrated approach analyses the stylistic features of a 
text, paying attention to every detail.  
All in all, we can say that methods of teaching English have developed rapidly. 
Especially the role of literature in teaching language is not irreplaceable. Since, the 
use of literature in language teaching has given many contributions to increase 
students’ achievement such as creative thinking, motivation, enjoyment, etc. 
Literature straightly derives from human life, it can increase students’ knowledge 
and experiences about human problems included values, morals, cultures, and 
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human interests. After reading a literary work, the students may get a certain 
impression of what he/she has read. 
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